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Going back to 2015

• In October 2015, Professor Huq and I 
participated in a UNFCCC workshop, 
“potential ways to enhance capacity 
building activities.”

• About 75 people attended. 

– Most were delegates from developing nations

– Very few from universities - Professor Huq and I 
participated 



Yamide Dagnet of the World Resources Institute

Emphasized the need to:
• Strengthen institutional arrangements

and enabling environments to support
the achievement of the Paris Agreement  

• Enhance collaboration between 
institutions and mechanisms undertaking 
capacity building within and outside 
UNFCCC  

• Integrate capacity building at national, 
regional levels, with both governmental 
and non-governmental stakeholders 



and…

Ms. Dagnet noted that:

• Capacity building efforts were “all 
over the place”-- scattered around 
various areas of work with no real 
coordination or monitoring of efforts 
and effectiveness of activities.

• She recognized the importance of 
“institutional strengthening”



And that capacity building should include:

• Training materials, best 
practices, recommendations, 
workshops, curriculum and 
education 

• Peer exchange, South-South , 
North-South, triangular 
cooperation  

• Synergies of climate change 
and sustainable development

• Community based projects



And in Paris 

• Articles 11 and 12 of the Paris Agreement 
address capacity building and climate-related 
education, training, and public participation

• The Paris Agreement creates a new organization 
- The Paris Committee on Capacity Building 
(PCCB), and authorizes the Capacity Building 
Initiative for Transparency (CBIT). 



At Climate Change Meetings

Discussions about what universities could do…

• To address the ideas of Ms. Dagnet and colleagues

• To support the work of the Paris Committee on 
Capacity Building

• And to contribute to community efforts to confront 
climate change – in the most vulnerable countries



A role for Universities?

• In a July 2016 ICCCAD Policy Brief, Dr. Huq and 
colleagues voiced a number of reasons for  
university involvement:

• Global engagement

• Research collaborations

• Problem-based work

• Access to information

• Distance learning

• Student exchanges



Why Universities?

• Universities are about building 
capacity

• Universities are optimistic and 
future-oriented

• Universities are about progress 
and improvement – and solving 
problems

• Universities have “capital” , 
particularly intellectual and human

• Universities are trusted and 
respected



Why Universities?

• Universities focus on human dimensions 
of climate change, not just the technical 
– both the social sciences and the hard 
(physical, biological) sciences – human 
dimensions such as culture, gender, and 
governance

• Universities build capacity among the 
younger generation and their idealism –
“to solve problems that the older 
generation created” 



Why Universities?

• Capacity building is a cross-cutting issue, 
related to adaptation, finance, mitigation, 
and more…

• Universities are cross-cutting institutions –
putting value on multi-disciplinary work

• Universities coordinate, organize, mobilize

• Capacity building is important to 
developing countries -- and universities 
should support this concern as a priority



How?

• Create organizations of universities 
dedicated to building capacity about 
climate change

• An emerging vision among universities –
led by Dr. Huq

• The Least Developed Country University 
Consortium for Climate Change (LUCCC)

• Universities Network for Climate Capacity 
(UNCC)   



LUCCC and UNCC goals
• To foster a south-south collaborative network for 

enhancing research capacity and proficiency in climate 
change (LUCCC)

• To stimulate cooperation and collaboration among 
universities and other institutions that are engaged in 
climate change capacity building (UNCC)

• To mobilize the capacity of universities to develop and 
implement teaching and training programs in different 
climate change aspects (LUCCC and UNCC)

• To work with and for the most vulnerable communities -
two way collaborative capacity building that helps all 
parties (LUCCC)

• To engage with and support the Paris Committee on 
Capacity Building and the implementation of Article 11 of 
the Paris Agreement (UNCC)



And Connect Campus and Community

• Capacity building should be country-driven 
(Paris Agreement, Article 11)

• In-country efforts at every scale, particularly 
with communities

• Universities can – and should – work in and 
with communities to solve problems, 
improve resilience, and adapt to climate 
change

• The LUCCC and UNCC can play important 
roles



Two Universities’ Missions

Independent University Bangladesh (IUB)
“to achieve the goals of higher education 
and of sustainable economic growth in the 
country through a two-way relationship 
between community and university”
Oregon State University (OSU)
“As a land grant institution committed to 
teaching, research and outreach and 
engagement, Oregon State University 
promotes economic, social, cultural and 
environmental progress for the people of 
Oregon, the nation and the world”



To Conclude

• Both IUB and OSU are committed to outreach 
and engagement – critical parts of connecting 
campus and community to address the 
important challenges of climate change.

• Conferences like Gobeshona 3 are essential.

• As we participate in the Gobeshona
Conference on Climate Change and engage 
excellent presentations and discussions -- let 
us share ideas about connecting campus and 
community to address both the immediate 
and long term problems of climate change.



Thank you for interest!
I welcome your comments, questions, 

concerns…  
-- Gregg


