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Key ideas to be discussed 
 

• Different meanings and interpretations of social 
remittances 

 
• Types of social remittances 
 
• How circulation of social remittances in 

Bangladesh affects the local communities in 
places of origin 

 
• Conclusion 
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Moving beyond financial flows: 
Social remittance 
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Diffusion and circulation 
of social practices, values, 
attitudes, ideas and 
behaviour (Levitt 1998; 
Mohamoud and Frechaut 
2006).  

Immaterial 

Ideas, behaviour, 
knowledge, social 
values, norms, 
practices 

Traceable 
pathway 

Networks, 
connections, 

technology 

Close 
social ties: 
exchange 

Family members, 
neighbours, relatives, 
friends 
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Types of Social Remittances 
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Norms shaping practices 

• Ideas, values, beliefs (Levitt 
1998), norms for 
behaviour, notions about 
family responsibility, 
community participation 
and aspirations for social 
mobility. 

 

•Systems of practice are 
shaped by the normative 
actions. 

 

•Chauvet and Mercier's 
(2014) research in Mali 
shows a link between 
return migration and 
political outcomes in the 
country of origin 

Identities 

•  Identity formation is 
affected by social 
conditions, context, 
relationships and 
institutional framework. 

 

• Idea of belonging and 
inclusion: ‘multiple homes’ 

 

•E.g. empirical study in the 
island state of Tuvalu 
conducted by Farbotko and 
colleagues (2016), sheds 
light on climate crisis, 
migration and relocation, 
reviewing the variations in 
identity and place 

 

 

Social capital 

•Emphasizing on three 
pillars- moral obligations 
and norms, social values 
(predominantly trust) and 
social networks (especially 
voluntary associations) 
(Putnam 2000) 

 

•E.g. Political leaders 
seemed to have more 
power and authority within 
their home place once they 
achieved certain high 
status in their new 
destination (Levitt 2005).  
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What are the impacts of social remittances on people 
in places of origin in a climate sensitive context?  
 

Research design 

Mapping of networks 

Effects of this network on the place 
of origin 

The relationship between social 
remittance and resilience to climate 
change 

Area of study: South West Bangladesh, Khulna division, Khulna 
district, Koyra Upazila 
 
Villages: 3 villages in Uttar and Dakshin Bedkashi unions. 
Padmapukur, Jorsingh and Angtihara villages  
 
Towns/Cities: Mymensingh, Ashuliya, Khulna and Barishal 
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Methodology 
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New mobile methods 

• Participant observation and in-depth interviews 
(including research diaries and notes). 
 
 

  
 

• Ethnographic fieldwork: 13 months (6 months in 
rural areas-coastal villages and 6 months in urban 
areas- Dhaka, Khulna, Barishal, Mymensing and 
Chittagong) . 

244 

740 

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION DOMESTIC MIGRATION 

Global Migration Figures 
In million 

(source: Global Migration Report 2017, UNDP 2009)  
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Transfer of social remittance 
 
• Seasonal labour migration: Brick kiln work (bhaata), 

paddy husking in Gopalganj, planting rice in Dumuria, 
Koyra, Nolian, cutting wood. Areas: Chittagong, 
Barishal, Mymensingh, Khulna 

 
• 6 months, rest or do small jobs maati kaaj (mud work, 

planting vegetables, working on small fields). 
 

•  Social networks: Find the job through someone. Have 
strong social ties with the sardar and his home place. 
 

• Migrants new acquired knowledge, skill transfer: 
Improving housing techniques that makes the houses 
more resilient to environmental change. 
 

• Knowledge and information exchange: Post disaster in 
Jorsingh village locals try to get resources and support 
after river erosion/cyclones from wealthy diaspora in 
cities such as Khulna and Dhaka 

 
 
 
 

 
.  
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Impact of migration on non-movers 
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• Increased participation in maintaining the gher, an 
added skill.  
 

• Women of Jorsingh, post the transition from 
shrimp to rice farming since 2014, have actively 
participated in planting fruit trees and maintaining 
vegetables gardens. 
 

• Women, in many cases, as head of the family in the 
absence of a male member have taken financial 
and household decisions: such as rearing animals 
and selling them in times of distress.  
 

• Knowledge passed down by migrants is put to use 
by non-movers: ‘I bought a sewing machine for my 
wife and taught her how to stitch, something I 
learnt in the town as a migrant.’  

                – interviewee, Padmapukur 
 

• Non- movers are not just receivers 
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Conclusion 

• Increase in internal migration particularly to rural areas closer to urban 
center's post disasters.  
 

• Migration destination is established through social networks, 
emphasizing on social capital as being a significant remittance. Social 
networks link the migrant to the people and place of origin, which needs 
to be maintained in order for remittances to be exchanged.  
 

• Social remittances can influence the resilience of communities in climate 
vulnerable areas 
 

• Social capital, experience and knowledge of people that have migrated 
might help the communities living in the climate vulnerable rural areas 
better deal with the new risks arising from environmental degradation 
and climate change.  
 

• Non movers are not just passive agents receiving support from migrants 
but are engaged and also dictate certain cultural practices.  
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There is more to remittance than flow of money from the place of 
destination to the place of origin and vice versa 
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