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WHY NEED TO CONCERN ABOUT WOMEN? 

Bangladeshi women as a socially 
disadvantaged group are 
confronting serious negative 
consequences of climate change 
impacts through their daily life 
experiences depending on their 
geographic location and socio-
economic conditions 
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND WOMEN 



Women’s indigenous 
knowledge and 
experiences as well as 
their potentiality for 
resilience is key for 
building their adaptive 
capacities to cope. 
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Community Level 
 

 
Household Level 
 

Role in subsistence agriculture 
and economy 

 
Household food security and 
water management 

 
Household level resilience 
making use of agency 

 
Reshaping gendered role due to 
male migration  
Role in disaster preparedness and 
recovery  

 
Community involvement 

 
Involvement in formal adaptation 
interventions  

 



Women are 
key players at 
the household 

level 
adaptation 

These 
activities 

transcend  into 
community 
resiliency 

This reinforces 
the significance 

of women’s 
participation not 

only at micro 
level but also 
macro level. 



Portraying women always  as the victims of natural 
disaster and climate change.  

 
Traditional views does not consider women as a vital 

part in overall climate change adaptation process . 
 
Eventually, most formal adaptation programs ‘Tokenism’ 

participation of women considers as gender equal 
participation. 
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Policy Aspects 
• Bangladesh first started showing concern about climate change 

adaptation by preparing the National Adaptation Programme of 
Action (NAPA, 2005) in response to the recommendation of the 
UNFCCC. 

•  Following that, in 2009 the Bangladesh Climate Change 
Strategy and Action Plan (BCCSAP) was developed.  

• The NAPA and the BCCSAP have not captured all the 
dynamics of women and climate change, hence failing to 
endorse gender considerations properly.  

• Neither document incorporates women’s needs or their 
priorities as active partners, merely considering them as a 
vulnerable section of society.  

• Overlooking the potential aspects of women’s roles and 
contributions in a broader sense undermines the credibility and 
value of these plan’s strategies.  
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Important considerations…. 

Gender inclusion in climate policy alone is not enough or 
sufficient as implementation processes are of equal 
importance.  
 In this processes gender dynamics are an important 

consideration at the household, community and institutional 
level.  
Gender equality is a critical factor in reducing the gender gap 

and empowering women to respond to climate change 
effectively and assertively. Ensuring gender equality within 
households, creating gender awareness among the community 
and embracing gender transformative approaches in 
institutional engagements are the foundation of gender 
responsive climate change policy processes. 
Women’s fullest participation can be achieved or ensured 

through gender mainstreaming in climate change policies and 
programs, and national development sectors.  
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Way Forward 
Need a coordinated gender transformative approach aimed at integrating 

gender concerns in climate change adaptation policies and practices.  
Government’s implementing bodies, international donor agencies and 

NGOs need to be more practical and cooperative in operationalising 
gender sensitivity in climate change adaptation. 
A clear implementing guidelines is needed. It can be done through the 

Climate Change Gender Action Plan where sector wide women’s issues 
were largely covered and addressed.  
These implementation guidelines should include accountability measures 

in order to ensure and provide adequate resources, power and capacity.  
Relevant ministries should institutionalise (through implementation, 

monitoring and evaluation) the action plan otherwise opportunities will 
only remain theoretical.  
Governments need to initiate the periodical review of the BCCSAP–2009. 

That will provide a clear picture of the climate change adaptation situation 
in Bangladesh and will help to identify the gaps and challenges.   
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Thank you 
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